MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 2025 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 11th November 2025 at 7:15 pm


Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr	MP
	Mike Walden 	MW	
	Martin Harrison	MH
	Luke Woods	LW
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public.

2. Apologies for absence: Ewan Frost-Pennington 

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 14th October 2025 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

5. Matters arising
5.1 EFP had not reported back on whether green waste can be disposed of on Walls Drive; MP will find somewhere to dispose of the green waste and will contact Haverigg Prison to commence the work tidying up the Millennium Garden, the Playing field and path to Saltcoats.
5.2 MW was waiting for a suitable weather window to place pegs along the shore between the Sewerage Works and the Rock Armour to gauge erosion. He was determining positions from where to take photographs. The pegs will be made from drift wood, painted white and placed about a metre above the base of the slope.
5.3 EFP had reported that he had forwarded the comments made by Peter van Zeller to the Village Hall Landlord’s solicitors and would pick this up at the next Parish Council meeting. It was suggested that it would be a good idea to get the solicitors from the Landlord and Parish Hall Committee to have a face-to-face meeting to iron out the issues with the Lease. MH confirmed that the solicitors engaged by the Parish Hall are Bendles Solicitors in Wigton and provided the Clerk with the contact details for records. He stated that Bendles had not completed any work on the Lease, but where holding £1,500 of the Parish Hall Committee’s monies as was standard procedure for covering the Landlord’s legal fees.
5.4 JC had written a letter of thanks to Will Hinchliffe at the Lake District National Park Authority for the work done on clearing the Eskdale Way and reported the letter was well received.
5.5 MH had reviewed the powers that the Parish Council hold in reference to granting permission to users of the village green. He reported that the green can be used for the benefit of all parishioners for general recreation and there appears to be no reason why commercial activities could not be held by parishioners as long as it did not impact on the recreation of other parishioners. If there was an event held on the green by a non-parishioner permission would have to be sort. It was agreed that as in the last 40 years this had not been an issue, there was no need to change the status quo now, but a watching brief would be maintained.

6. Public Forum 
No items were raised by the public.

7. Report from the RFO
7.1. Bank Balance at 31 October 2025: £21,882.59

Payments in October 2025:
16/10/25	Hall Hire	£24.00
16/10/25	Clerk salary	£170.00
31/10/25	Bank charge	£6.00

Receipts in October 2025:
31/10/25	Hyperfast (Fibrus) grant	£2,450.00	

7.2 Payments approved at the November 2025 meeting:

	1. 
	Clerk Salary
	£170.00

	2. 
	Hall Hire
	£24.00

	3. 
	Hall Hire (late payment)
	£24.00

	4. 
	Grass cutting (Green and War Memorial)
	£1,692.00



7.3 The Clerk had submitted a draft budget to the Councillors to review. JC responded that the budget line for Internet charges may have to be increased. It was agreed that the Councillors should review the budget proposals to discuss at the next Parish Council meeting.
7.4 The Clerk had forwarded a copy of Assertion 10 of the Practitioners Guide 2025 to the Councillors for review, in the light of the new requirements imposed on Parish Councils. JC stated that the main issues concerning Muncaster Parish Council were the email addresses for all councillors as well as the clerk and the Data Protection and IT policies that the Parish Council is required to have. The Clerk has produced draft copies of the polices which would be forwarded to the Councillors for review and JC would investigate the email addresses issue in discussion with the Clerk in preparation for the next Parish Council meeting.
Action: JC to investigate councillor email addresses.

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports 
MW provided an update on the plans for the St. Patrick’s Day Festival to be held in March 2026. He plans to approach fourteen performers and has had some positive responses so far. It was agreed to create a schedule of performances with locations and times and to review the performance fees so that they fall closer to the money requested from Hyperfast (Fibrus). The Clerk reported that the Hyperfast payment of £2,450 had been received.

9. Parish Hall
This item had been discussed earlier under 5.3
 
10. Highways and Footpaths
MP reported that all the vegetation hanging over onto the road between the two railway bridges has now been cleared and that he would send a request to Ward Councillor Andy Pratt to chase Cumberland Council Highways Department regarding the drainage issues in that area.
JC reported that he had contacted Highways about the sign into the village being unsafe.
The Parish Council had received further communication regarding the replacement of the ramp from the railway bridge to the car park. The parishioner had referred to South Copeland Disability Group report produced in 2011. The Councillors had reviewed the report and LW reported that he had checked the recommendations regarding the Village Green and footpath over the River Mite and believed that the Parish Council had complied with the recommendations. In reference to the ramp to the Railway Bridge, the ramp dates back to the nineteenth-century and therefore does not have to comply with modern accessibility precedents. It is also believed that it is in compliance with the Lakes District’s “Miles without styles” initiative as it would be accessible by a motorised wheelchair. The ramp is not in the Parish Council’s purview; however, JC will write to Will Hinchliffe at the Lake District National Park Authority to gauge the Authority’s position on the ramp.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action: JC to write to Will Hinchliffe regarding the ramp to the railway bridge.

11. AOB
No other business.

The meeting closed at 8:30pm 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 9th December 2025 at 7.15 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall
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