MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 13th January 2026 at 7:15 pm


Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr	MP
	Mike Walden 	MW	
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public.

2. Apologies for absence: Martin Harrison, Luke Woods 

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 9th December 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

5. Matters arising
5.1 Clerk confirmed that a new clerk email address linked to the Muncaster PC domain had been set up.
5.2 Clerk confirmed that he had informed Cumberland Council of the precept requirement for 2026/27. It remains unchanged from the last financial year at £6,605.00.

6. Public Forum 
6.1. A parishioner asked why there had not been a Christmas Tree outside the Parish Hall. The Council responded that this was in the purview of the Parish Hall Committee, but offered to assist if decorations were planned next Christmas
6.2. The parishioner if it would be possible to issue tins of biscuits to older residents at Christmas. 
6.3. The parishioner also requested that the Parish Council write a letter to the owner of 3 Croftlands Drive regarding the overgrown ground on the edge of the footpath up to the railway bridge next to the kissing gate. It was pointed out that the verge was beyond the fence to the house and may not be the owner’s responsibility. JC will investigate ownership and who should be contacted.
Action: JC to investigate ownership of the verge by the footpath to the railway bridge.
6.4 EFP asked if it would be possible to ask the Lake District National Park Authority to come to the next meeting and speak to the Parish Council about the Muncaster Estates Strategy Plan being drawn up by the Authority in co-operation with Muncaster Estates. JC to send a formal invitation to Chlöe Swift of the Lake District National Park Authority.
Action: JC to invite Chlöe Swift of the Lake District National Park Authority to speak at the next Parish Council meeting.


7. Report from the RFO
7.1. Bank Balance at 31st December 2025: £16,436.59

Payments in December 2025

	23/12/25
	Clerk salary
	£170.00

	23/12/25
	Repainting of Heritage Footway Lanterns
	£3,360.00

	31/12/25
	Bank charge
	£6.00


	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Legacy funds from Ravenglass Village Forum were used to pay for the repainting of the Heritage Footway Lanterns.

7.2 The following payments were approved:

	1. 
	Clerk Salary
	£170.00

	2. 
	Hall hire for November
	£18.00

	3.
	Hall hire for December
	£18.00



MP asked the clerk if an invoice had been received for the clearing of the playing field. No invoice has been received; MP will chase it up.

7.3 MW had a number of amendments to the draft copies of the Data Protection Policy and IT Policy. It was decided to distribute these amendments to the rest of the Parish Council and make a decision on adoption of the policies at the next meeting.

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports 
8.1 St. Patrick’s Day Festival
MW reported that all the performer slots have now been filled and negotiated under budget. A draft poster was presented by EFP and a number of amendments were suggested. Once this is finalised it will be sent to Fibrus (the sponsors) and advertised locally. It was planned to meet with the landlords on Thursday 15th January to discuss details. There were some questions whether the Ratty Arms will be open in time for the Festival.

9. Parish Hall
EFP reported that he had met with the Parish Hall Committee to explore a new idea regarding the lease. Currently the lease is with Cllr. Harrison who is to take legal counsel. However, the main issue is that the Parish Hall Committee is an unincorporated charity and will need to change its status to either a Community Interest Company (CIC) or a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) to satisfy the terms of the lease. Currently the running of the hall is operating at a loss. Although the Parish Hall committee does have reserves, it made a loss of £5,000 in the last financial year.
EFP suggests the solution may be to set up a CIC or CIO with Muncaster Estates as one of the trustees thereby cutting out the complications of the lease agreement. Under this agreement the responsibility of maintenance and bookings could be taken in-house by Muncaster Estates. 
The Hall Committee are meeting on Sunday 18th January at 7pm to consider this option further and members of the Parish Council were invited to attend.

10. Highways and Footpaths
JC had received a response from the Lake District National Park Authority regarding the gradient of the slope of the path from the Car Park to the railway bridge. The LDNPA does not have the resources to make any changes to the footpath and have forwarded the request to Network Rail. The Parish Council has therefore raised the issue with the LDNPA and Network Rail.

11. AOB

The meeting closed at 8:15pm.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7.15 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.
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