MINUTES OF THE MARCH 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 10th March 2026 at 7.15 pm


Attended: 	Mike Walden (Acting Chair)	MW
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Luke Woods	LW
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. MW opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public. The Parish Council Meeting had been preceded by a presentation by Ewan Frost-Pennington representing Muncaster Estates and Chlöe Swift, Strategy Planner at the Lake District National Park Authority on the Muncaster Estate Plan (for summary see appendix below).

2. Apologies for absence: John Chapman (JP), Mike Parr (MP), Ewan Frost-Pennington (EFP)

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 10th February 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

5. Matters arising
5.1 The investigation of the ownership of the verge by the footpath to the railway bridge has been postponed to the next meeting.
5.2 MP has contacted Ward Councillor Andy Pratt about the recent flooding under the railway bridge and received the following response:
I will check but I assume the new drain covers that are higher than the road are at that height ready for when the resurfacing work is going to be done of which I will get you the dates. I have asked Highways if they have any knowledge about anything that might be under the village green and when it was last checked, as soon as I hear back I will let you know.
5.3 Following a discussion about the abandoned boat in the estuary at last month’s meeting. LW reported that Iona Frost-Pennington did not have contact details of the owner of the boat, but would be happy to assist in any further discussions between the Parish Council and the boat’s owner when found. MP will discuss it further with Iona.

6. Public Forum 
6.1 A resident asked if more information could be made available on the Parish Council’s Facebook page. It was suggested that the editing rights should be opened up to more councillors to ensure regular updates are published.
6.2 A resident had emailed the Parish Council about camper vans parking on the ramp leading down to the ford at the side of the village green. He believed that the Parish Council had produced bye-laws to prevent this. The Parish Council had been unable to discover any such bye-laws and a former councillor present at the meeting did not believe any such bye-laws had been made. LW had looked at the area and reported that a No Waiting sign was clearly visible on the ramp. It was agreed that this was a Cumberland Council enforcement issue and that the Parish Council would contact Cumberland Council.
6.3 A resident asked if the notice board by the entrance to the Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway could be utilised for local information. The Parish Council will endeavour to find out who had the key to the board.
6.4 A resident reported that a large piece of slate had been dislodged on Walls Drive causing the culvert to drop slightly. LW to check whether this is the responsibility of the Lake District National Park Authority or Muncaster Estates.
6.5 A resident complained that the notice of a councillor vacancy had not been published on the notice board. The Clerk responded that it was on the website and that the Parish Council currently has four vacancies if anyone was interested in standing.
6.6 A resident suggested that the name of the Parish Council should be changed to include Ravenglass in the name as a number of people were confused by the parish’s name of Muncaster. JP will investigate whether this is possible.

7. Report from the RFO
7.1 Bank Balance at 28th February 2026: £17,349.59

Payments in February 2026

	17/02/2026
	Clerk salary
	£170.00

	17/02/2026
	Hire of Parish Hall
	£18.00

	17/02/2026
	Flail top playing field
	£276.00

	17/02/2026
	Website service 2026-27
	£384.00

	28/02/2026
	Bank charge
	£6.00


	
Receipts in February 2026

2/2/2026	VAT reimbursement	£1,976.00

Payments approved at March 2026 meeting:

	1. 
	Clerk Salary
	£170.00

	2. 
	Hall hire for March
	£18.00



7.3 Amendments to the draft copies of the Data Protection Policy and IT Policy discussed at the previous meeting had been made and the Council agreed to adopt the two policies which will be added to the website.

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports 
8.1 St. Patrick’s Day Festival
It was agreed to hold a separate working group meeting on Thursday 12th March to discuss the promotion and management of the Festival. EFP had reported that the Ratty Arms was due to reopen the weekend of 14th March. 

9. Parish Hall
EFP reported to the Parish Council before the commencement of the meeting that the lawyers had quoted a price of £2,000 plus legal fees for the cost of setting up the new charitable body to run the Parish Hall. This would be discussed in further detail at the next Parish Hall Committee meeting.

10. Highways and Footpaths
Nothing to report.

11. AOB
The clerk confirmed that Darren Fawcett would continue the grass cutting contract in 2026.
The arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting would need to be discussed at the next Parish Council Meeting.

The meeting closed at 7:50 pm.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.15pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.

APPENDIX: Muncaster Estate Plan 2026-2040

This presentation (attended by 23 members of the public) was made by Ewan Frost-Pennington (EFP) of Muncaster Estates and Chlöe Swift, the Strategy Planner at Lake District National Park Authority. Chlöe works with estates within the National Park to develop estate plans. The first draft of the Muncaster Estate Plan will be published in April followed by a more detailed consultation in November 2026.
EFP first talked about the three main components of the estate: the core visitor attraction; farming and forestry and the wider estate.
He then went on to discuss the strategic objectives identified in the plan:
1. supporting local economy and community
2. working with local businesses
3. sense of place (and history)
4. long term sustainability and resilience
5. high quality destination extending to multi-day visits.
A major part of the plan would be focusing on local affordable housing, increased camping and caravan provision and how this would affect access and services. Asked if re-wilding was part of the plan he said no.
SW stated that LDNPA policy was that the first five units of any housing projects had to be local occupancy, and that they encouraged working with Housing Associations to make the housing affordable. Other issues to consider were impacts on the local services such as sewerage. EFP asked the audience to think about any areas where new housing could be constructed, but there were concerns from the audience on the impact on the coastal areas.
Regarding camping and caravans, EFP said that the one areas that had been identified as suitable for this kind of development was the car park. However, there were considerations such as facilities for the campers and also festivals such as Halloween when the car park was at capacity. 
The issue of the road crossing over the A595 between the car par and main entrance to the Castle grounds was discussed, this is not something in the purview of the LDNPA and Cumberland Council would need to be approached. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further issues discussed were what services Muncaster Estates could provide for the Ravenglass community. Mention was made that they have recently purchased the old Muncaster Microbus to provide transport from the railway station to the castle and the service could be extended to the village. There was also discussion of the provision of a shop for the village following the sad news about the death of the post-master. Another issue was the removal of the public rights of way through the castle grounds and how consultation with the community would be required to offer alternative routes. The Roman bath house was also discussed as well as woodland pasture and work with the Parish Council to ensure the Estate plan and Parish plan had similar objectives.
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