MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 14th April 2026 at 7.15 pm


[bookmark: _GoBack]Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr (Vice-chair)	MP
	Mike Walden	MW
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public. 

2. Apologies for absence: Luke Woods (LW); Joshua Payne (JP)

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 10th March 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

5. Matters arising
5.1 JC reported that the verge by the footpath to the railway bridge is not owned by the houses behind it and is probably part of the Lake District National Park Authority’s car park. He had cleared some of the overgrown vegetation but was concerned about the rocks there. He will contact Will Pettiger at the LDNPA about ownership.
5.2 JC is currently the only person with editing rights to the Parish Council’s Facebook page, but is happy to open it up to other councillors if requested.
5.3 MP will write to Cumberland Council regarding camper van parking adjacent to Village Green. Cumberland Council had already stated they were increasing parking enforcement in Ravenglass, but it is probably still not frequent enough.
5.4 MP reported that he had the key to the noticeboard, but its original intention had been as an information display board. It was suggested that a new notice board with village notices be placed besides the Parish Council board by the Pennington Arms.
5.4 LW had reported that repairs to the culvert by Walls Drive is the responsibility of the Muncaster Estates. EFP to investigate.
5.5 JP reported that it is possible to change the name of the Parish Council to include Ravenglass, but it could cost over £3,000 in fees. It was agreed that this should be added to the agenda of the Parish Meeting to gauge the parishioners’ opinion.

6. Councillor co-option
Jamie Elwood had expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council, but decided to attend a few meetings as a member of the public first to find out what is involved. The clerk reported he had received interest from a person who lived outside of the parish, but within three miles. Although invited to the meeting the person had not attended.

7. Public Forum 
7.1 A resident asked if there was any information regarding the Post Office. A letter had been received from the Post Office that was posted on the Parish Council’s website, but currently the Parish Council had no further information. Another resident reported that there was some interest in the building, but it would be converted into a private house. EFP mentioned that a pop-up shop would be opening in the function room behind the Pennington Arms and that he would be engaging with the Post Office to see if the shop could offer any of the services.
7.2 A resident raised a number of issues she had:
a. She had not heard about the Muncaster Estate Plan presentation in time to attend and was worried that new houses would be built in the village. EFP replied that the Estate Plan was in the very early stages and that no sites had been identified for building at the current time. He agreed to speak to the resident after the meeting about the presentation.
b. She was concerned about the lack of affordable housing provided in the area. JC responded that this was part of the local development plan which needed to be revised.
c. She raised concerns about community engagement (including sharing of notices), holiday homes, community events, baby groups, policing, parking issues and affordability of housing in Ravenglass. Another resident suggested that the issues discussed here should be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting and more councillors were needed. 

8. Report from the RFO
8.1 Bank Balance at 31st March 2026: £15,497.03

Payments in March 2026:

	6/03/26
	Clerk salary
	£300.00

	13/6/26
	Hire of Parish Hall
	£18.00

	13/6/26
	Clerk salary
	£170.00

	25/3/26
	Carmen Brown*
	£260.00

	25/3/26
	Eoin Griffin*
	£450.00

	25/3/26
	James Taylor*
	£400.00

	30/3/26
	Patrick Harvey*
	£250.00

	30/3/25
	Evie Plumb*
	£150.00

	30/3/25
	Toby Jack Little*
	£350.00

	30/3/26
	Reuben Tighe*
	£175.00

	31/3/26
	Phil Scott*
	£150.00

	31/3/26
	Bank charges
	£7.00


	
Receipts in March 2026

6/3/2026	VE Day Grant		£300.00
31/3/26	Pennington Arms	£227.44*

* Payments and receipts relate to St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival

8.2 Payments for Approval at April 2026 meeting:

Clerk’s salary	£ 170.00
Annual Insurance (Zurich)	£ 241.00
Parish Hall Hire (Ordinary meeting)	£   30.00
Parish Hall Hire (St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival)	£   60.00
CALC Annual Subscription	£ 170.83

8.3 The clerk reported that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) had been completed and would be delivered to the Internal Auditor after the meeting
8.4 The clerk reported that the Asset Register needed to be revised; MW and MP agreed to undertake this.

9. Planning
The Parish Council had received notification of the following applications (no provision for consultation):
7/2026/4013 at Dykecroft Farm, Ravenglass, Cumbria, CA18 1RN
7/2026/4014 at Knott End, Birkby, Ravenglass, CA18 1RT 

10. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports 
MP reported that he had spoken to the owner of the boat in the estuary and the owner had agreed to remove it. It had partly been dismantled ready to remove.

11. Parish Hall
The Parish Hall committee had received a presentation on the two charity options available to them (CIO or CIC) and wanted further clarification before making a decision. The committee needs more members in order to be able to undertake all the work needed to manage the hall. The Parish Hall AGM will be held on 2nd June.

12. Highways and Footpaths
It was agreed that MP would contact Cumberland Council regarding the frequent closures to Corney Fell road.

11. AOB
A resident had suggested outside of the meeting that an InPost parcel pick-up point could be installed in the village. Various suggestions for the site included along the side of the Village Hall. JC reported that he would contact InPost.
A resident had requested permission to install a bench near the village green in memory of the postmaster. 
The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was agreed as 2nd June to coincide with the Parish Hall AGM.

The meeting closed at 9:15 pm.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.15pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.
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