MINUTES OF THE MAY 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on May 12th 2026 at 8.10 pm


Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr (Vice-chair)	MP
	Mike Walden	MW
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Luke Woods	LW
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public. 

2. Apologies for absence: none

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 14th April 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record. 

5. Public Forum
A resident asked if the Parish Council would be willing to assist with the clearing of the church yard. It was suggested that this could be a community event to clear the undergrowth similar to the work done to clear the path to the Roman Bath House. 

A resident asked if there had been any update on the status of a post office in the village. EFP will contact the Post Office.

6. Matters arising
6.1 JC has contacted Lake District National Park Authority about the ownership of the verge by the footpath to the railway bridge. He reported that the LDNPA would add the area to the work they planned at the kissing-gate.

6.2 MP has written to Cumberland Council regarding camper van parking adjacent to Village Green and frequent closures to Corney Fell road and is awaiting a response. It was agreed that there is no evidence of camper vans on the slipway being a regular problem and the Parish Council would maintain a watching brief.

6.4 EFP reported that he had spoken to the company installing pylons along Walls Drive and that they would look into the issue with the culvert, although he stated that the timeline was very vague.

6.5 JP had looked into the possibility of changing the name of the Parish Council to include Ravenglass. The question of changing the name had been discussed in the Annual Parish Meeting which proceeded this meeting and a straw poll conducted in the APM showed a majority in favour of maintaining the current name.

6.6 The Asset Register has been reviewed and will be discussed at 7.4

6.7 JC has contacted InPost about the installation of a locker in Ravenglass, InPost responded that they had no plans to install the lockers any further south than Seascale for the time being.

7. Finance 
7.1 The following report from the RFO was received:

Bank Balance at 30th April 2026: £20,798.20

Payments in April 2026

	07/04/2026
	Plumhall*
	£400.00

	07/04/2026
	Philip Lewthwaite*
	£150.00

	17/04/2026
	Clerk salary
	£170.00

	17/04/2026
	Zurich Insurance
	£241.00

	17/04/2026
	CALC
	£170.83

	17/04/2026
	Chloe Pinney*
	£75.00

	17/04/2026
	Parish Hall hire*
	£60.00

	17/04/2026
	Parish Hall hire
	£30.00

	30/04/2026
	Bank charges
	£7.00


	
Receipts in April 2026

01/04/2026	Precept		£6,605.00

* Payments and receipts relate to St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival

7.2 The following payments were approved:
1. Clerk Salary £170.00
2. Hall Hire £24.00

7.3 A Schedule of Payments for the St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival was presented to the Parish Council
Income: 	£2,677.44
Expenditure: 	£2,870.00
It was agreed that the deficit be taken from the residue of the VE Day Grant and the Ravenglass Village Forum legacy funds.

7.4 MP and MW presented an updated Asset Register for consideration by the Parish Council. In making their review they highlighted a number of repairs required for the Assets and proposed a budget of £4,500 be set aside to cover the repair costs, this was approved. It was also agreed to contact the insurance providers to add the War Memorial to the insurance policy, an additional £72.00. As the main insurance had already been approved for this year it was agreed that the Clerk would compare the current insurance policy against other companies next year.

7.5-7.7 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement, Annual Accounting Statement and Certificate of Exemption was postponed until the next meeting.

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports for information 
No reports were made

9. Parish Hall 
It was reported that the agreement on setting up a new charity to be the leaseholder of Muncaster Parish Hall was progressing; this would mean that the Parish Council would no longer be the leaseholder of the Hall. 

10. Highways and Footpaths
No items were raised.

11. AOB
(1) The 2027 St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival would take place the weekend of the 13/14 March, so as not to compete with Mothering Sunday.
[bookmark: _GoBack](2) A letter had been received from a resident about rumours of the public footpath through the Muncaster Castle grounds being closed. This was based on some confusion about how the Muncaster Estate Plan presentation had been reported. EFP stated that there were no plans to close the main public footpath, but that better signage was planned. He offered to speak directly to the resident.
 
13. Date of Next Meeting:	Tuesday 9th June 2026

The meeting closed at 9:05 pm.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7.15pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.
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