Muncaster Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting 2026
Held on Tuesday 15th May 2026 at 6 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall, Ravenglass
 
 
Present:
Cllr John Chapman, Chair 
Chloe Swift, Lake District National Park Authority
Michael Warmoth, Parish Clerk

Five other Parish Councillors and eight members of the public were in attendance


Minutes 
1. No apologies were given.
 
2. The minutes of the 27th May 2025 Annual Parish Meeting were approved (with one minor dating correction) and were signed by the Chair as a true record. 
 
3. Report from the Chair 
The Parish Council has been joined by two new members, Joshua Pane and Luke Woods. Two councillors stepped down over the last year, Richard Johnson and Martin Harrison and the Chair thanked them for their service to the Parish Council. There are some vacant places on the Parish Council and the Chair encouraged parishioners to join, noting the lack of diversity in the current Council.
Highlights from the past year included:
The pedestrian footbridge was finally replaced over the railway and the Chair thanked everyone who had campaigned for this job to be completed.
The renewal of the Parish Hall lease is still ongoing although the end appears in sight. The Chair encouraged everyone to attend the Parish Hall AGM with suggestions for new uses for the hall.
The Parish Council has not increased the precept and made use of grants to provide events in the village such as VE Day and the St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival.
The street lights in the village had been refurbished with the legacy monies received from the Ravenglass Village Forum.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The St. Patrick’s Birthplace Festival was a great event that bought everyone together. It was estimated that 500 people came to Ravenglass for the event, many by bus and train and the Chair thanked the councillors, especially Mike Walden and Josh Payne for all the hard work put into the initiative. There are plans to hold the Festival again next year.
4. Report from Lake District National Park Authority 
Chloe Swift from the LDNPA Planning Department gave a presentation to the meeting about the LDNPA Partnership Plan. She started by explaining the two main purposes of a local planning authority, planning applications and local plans. The Partnership plan is a management plan for the Lake District. Key challenges included farming communities, economy, housing, careers, water quality, visitor management, nature recovery and peat and woodland resilience. The local plan helps to determine the Partnership Plan and the overall strategy for planning policies and new development. The current plan was drawn up in 2021 and will be renewed later this year with a consultation planned in September. The plan will be used to decide the outcome of planning applications.
Chloe went on to speak about estate plans, mentioning the existing plans for the Lowther and Higham estates as well as the proposed plan for the Muncaster Estate. The Muncaster Estate Plan has no statutory authority but would be a material consideration for planning applications. The plan will look at benefits and opportunities for Ravenglass such as footpaths, new services, new events, access and employment. 
The local plan will go out for consultation in September with engagement sessions with Parish Councils. It will look at the issues and challenges such as new building sites and services. The new plan will be adopted in Spring 2029.
The discussion was then opened up to the audience who were asked about pressing issues they had.
The issues of housing, car parking, rubbish collection, GP surgeries, schooling, increased cars, and camping were mentioned by one resident.
Another resident mentioned the problems with sewerage, second homes and holiday lets. Chloe responded that the LDNPA had very little control over holiday homes and are relying on central government to change the rules.
One resident suggested the importance of local opinion in creating a local plan and the usefulness of setting it out in an easy digestible form.
The issue of affordable housing came up and Chloe explained that for every new units built the first five were expected to be affordable and for perpetual local occupancy. 
The question of how many new houses could potentially be built in Ravenglass and the location was discussed. Chloe reported that currently there were no potential sites allocated at Ravenglass. She said that the maximum number of new houses permitted in Ravenglass would be five units or less and that there are issues with getting potential developers interested in building new homes in the Lake District. Under the current local plan 80 new units a year are planned for the District as a whole, but in reality, less than 40 are being constructed due to the extra regulations imposed.
She suggested that there were two possible sites in Ravenglass for new housing: the triangle of land behind Wells Cottages or the site on the opposite side of the road from Wells Cottages. She emphasised this would be five units at most. But she asked if anyone could think of any other potential sites. The field near Croftlands Drive could not be considered due to access issues.
A resident commented on the Post Office and the need to reintroduce the service to the village.
Other issues mentioned included: the issue of flooding under the railway bridge and improving the signage of public footpaths in the area; the sea defences; and traffic in the main street.
Chloe reported that she would return in September to consult on the Plan.
5. Report from the Parish Hall Committee
Peter van Zeller encouraged everyone to use the hall as much as possible and to come to the events that were organised. He said that the costs of running the hall were rising including the insurance. Two of the Trustees had resigned during the last year which was a great loss to the Committee. The Committee is considering changing the type of charity that runs the Parish Hall and needs new Trustees to continue. The new charity would take up a 25-year lease on the hall which would mean they would be able to apply for grants to improve the facilities. The current charity needs public permission to close down and Peter encouraged as many people as possible to attend the AGM. A resident asked if the deaf loop was working.
6. AOB
It was reported that the road between Ravenglass and Holmrook will be dug up again before the end of the year to repair the issues created by the resurfacing work.
One resident proposed that the name of the Parish be changed to include Ravenglass.
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