MINUTES OF THE JULY 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 14th July 2026 at 7.15 pm


Attended: 	Mike Parr (Acting Chair)	MP
	Mike Walden	MW
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Luke Woods	LW
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

1. MP opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public. 

2. Apologies for absence: John Chapman (JC)

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 9th June 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Acting Chair as a true record. 

5. Public Forum
5.1 A resident asked if there had been an update on the Post Office. EFP said he would be emailing the Post Office to find out what is happening.
5.2 A resident mentioned the fir-cones on Croftlands Drive. MP said this was a matter for the Lake District National Park Authority and he would mention it when he spoke to them about some other issues.
5.3 A resident said it was good to see the footpaths had been strimmed. It was reported that the work had been carried out by the owners of the Campsite. Muncaster Estates will be keeping part of the Top Field clear to give access to the archaeological dig.

6. Matters arising
6.1 The LDNPA grass cutting in the Croftlands Drive area, this is an ongoing matter of discussion between the Authority and Parish Council.
6.2 EFP reported that the Campsite owners had been contacted about the grass cuttings and this has been moved.
6.3 EFP reported that he was not sure that Marra Bikes and Paddleboards still wanted to use the Village Green.
6.4 EFP had spoked to the resident who had concerns about the public footpath through Muncaster Castle grounds.
6.5 The Clerk reported that he had not found any Parish Council documents relating to the sea wall. However, two residents had come forward to say that they believed the maintenance of the wall was the responsibility of the owners of the houses. JP had walked the wall and said that with the exception of one gate the wall was actually higher than the sea defences provided by the Environmental Agency on the Green. The price of hiring a structural engineer to survey the wall was deemed too expensive for the Parish Council at this time.
6.6 An additional matter of the re-siting and reconstruction of the old water pump located behind the post office was discussed. It was suggested by MW to place it outside the Parish Hall.

7. Finance 
7.1 The following report from the RFO was received:

Bank Balance at 30th June 2026: £20,309.20

Payments in June 2026

	2/06/2026
	Zurich Insurance – extra cover of War Memorial
	£63.00

	29/06/2026
	Parish Hall Hire April & May
	£72.00

	29/06/2026
	Clerk Salary
	£170.00

	30/06/2026
	Bank charges
	£7.00


	

The following payments were approved for July and August:
 
Clerks salary for July and August	£340.00
Parish Hall Hire for June and July	£48.00


8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports for information 
8.1 MP reported that Haverigg Prison had tidied up the Millennium Garden. He said that the next stage was to place matting and gravel down to prevent weeds and then making a decision about planting. He suggested costs of £1,860 including gravel and matting. This was agreed to.
8.2 MP reported that Crena Lord had raised £179 for a bench in memory of the former post master. The Parish Council agreed to pay for the bench and MP would order this. A comment was made that this would set a precedent for future benches, but the Parish Council disagreed stating that it would still have the final decision.
MP also reported that he was going to contact Richard Frank at the LDNPA regarding the state of verges and footpaths in the village including the footpath to Saltcoats. As an interim measure the grass cutter employed by the Parish Council would be asked to clear the path as it is very overgrown.
There followed a discussion about the St Patrick’s Birthplace Festival due to be held 13-14th March 2027. The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council could not finance any of the Festival from the money it received as part of the Precept. Only the monies it held from the legacy Ravenglass Village Forum fund could be used. It was agreed to add this to the September agenda.

9. Parish Hall 
Peter van Zeller reported back on the Parish Hall Committee’s AGM held 7th July 2026. Hellen Aitken, lead Village Hall advisor of ACTion for Communities in Cumbria (ACT) explained options for organisational change and hosted a comprehensive discussion. A questionnaire has been circulated around local households to gain an idea of the usage of the hall. He also reported that the money held by the existing Charity would have to be spent before the charity could be wound up. This amounted to £20,000 which could be spent on improving the toilets and kitchen. A further meeting is scheduled for 22nd July to discuss this further. MP said he would write to Hellen Aitken at ACT to get further clarity on the position.

10. Highways and Footpaths
[bookmark: _GoBack]Muncaster Estates are keeping a watch on the culvert on Walls Drive; there are concerns about the number of heavy vehicles using the road and the pressure this is causing on the culvert.

11. AOB
 
12. Date of Next Meeting:	Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7.15 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.
Meeting closed at 8:30 pm.
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