MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 8th September 2026 at 7.15 pm


Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr	MP
	Mike Walden	MW
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Joshua Payne	JP
	Luke Woods	LW
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

3 members of the public

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public.

2. Apologies for absence: Joshua Payne (JP)

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 14th July 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

5. Public Forum
5.1 EFP reported back on the Post Office. He had been informed that the Post Office had conducted a demographic analysis and concluded that a post office was not viable in Ravenglass and that they preferred to look into other options.  EFP will pull together more evidence in favour of re-installing the post office; JC will take over the communication as the Parish Council is an impartial body. JC also hoped to drive momentum in the community.

6. Matters arising
6.1 MP reported that the Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA) did not own the footpath across the boathouse field, but the field has been cut. Cumberland Council Highways had cut the verges along Walls Drive. The LDNPA had cut Saltcoats path. There is still an issue with the branches and other detritus at the entrance to the village and the question of whether this was a Muncaster Estates or a Highways responsibility was discussed. EFP would check with Muncaster Estates. It was also noted that Highways still have not dealt with flooding issues under the railway bridge. It was suggested that a meeting with Highways was necessary to sort out the issues. JC will contact Jennie Brough at Highways.

7. Finance 
7.1 The following report from the RFO was received:

Bank Balance at 31st August 2026: £20,281.20

Payments in July and August 2026

	22/07/2026
	Clerk Salary
	£170.00

	22/07/2026
	Parish Hall Hire June
	£24.00

	31/07/2026
	Bank charges
	£7.00

	31/08/2026
	Bank charges
	£7.00


	
Receipts in July and August 2026

Donation from Crena Lord for Bench £180.00

The following payments were approved for September:
 
	Clerks salary for September
	£170.00

	Chippings and Geo Fabric for Millennium Garden
	£234.58

	Parish Hall Hire for July 2026
	£24.00

	Refurbishment of 2 benches
	£1020.00



A request was made to add the refurbishment of handrails, benches and bins to the next agenda.

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports for information 
EFP reported that he had attended a meeting of Wasdale Action Group regarding the success of this year’s shuttle bus from Ravenglass to Wasdale Head. It had been agreed that service provided had been patchy and the money collected (£3 a trip) had not been totalled up yet. They plan to continue the service next year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]8.1 The financing of the St Patrick’s Birthplace Festival funding was discussed. The Clerk reported that it could be funded under section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, but this was seen as a last resort. It was suggested that an approach could be made to Fibrus again as well as the local businesses and pubs.

9. Parish Hall 
There had been a meeting of the Parish Hall Management Committee immediately before the Parish Council meeting. The meeting was held to discuss the improvement of the Parish Hall using the monies held by current charity before it can be wound up. The toilets were considered the priority and Muncaster Estates was preparing a quote for the work. The kitchen, leaks in the building and redecoration were other works in need of completing. Once this work had been done there would be a meeting to wind up the existing charity and the newly established charity would take over the lease of the building. It was planned to accomplish this before 12th February 2027 when the current insurance policy comes to an end.

10. Highways and Footpaths
No further issues to those discussed at item 6.1

11. AOB
11.1 Deed of grant to Raven Villa
The deed of grant allowing access across the village green (VG110) to Raven Villa was updated at the request of Brian Kennish. It was agreed that JC and MP would be signatories to the deed as Trustees of the Parish Council.

11.2 Millennium Garden Land Registry record
The question arose over the ownership of and responsibility for the stairs abutting Waterside in the Millennium Garden. The garden forms part of the village green (VG110) and as such is registered with the Land Registry. The Clerk was asked to apply to the Land Registry for the complete record of Waterside.

11.3 The playing field has been cut and it was discussed whether the Parish Council needed to get a quote for future cuts. EFP asked if it would be possible to get the football pitch levelled as the ground is very uneven.

11.4 EFP reported that the joint LDNPA/Muncaster Estates presentation on the Muncaster Estate Plan would go ahead at the November meeting of the Parish Council.

11.5 The question of Christmas lights or a Christmas tree was raised - to be added to the next agenda and discussed at the next meeting.

11.6 MW and MP reported on the progress with the re-installation of the village pump. This would be placed in the Millennium Garden and the estimated costs were £200. It would also need to be added to the Assets Register once installed.
 
12. Date of Next Meeting:	Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7.15 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall.
Meeting closed at 8:45 pm.
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