MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2026 ORDINARY MEETING OF THE
MUNCASTER PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Muncaster Parish Hall on 13th October 2026 at 7.15 pm


Attended: 	John Chapman (Chair)	JC
	Mike Parr	MP
	Ewan Frost-Pennington	EFP
	Luke Woods	LW
	Michael Warmoth	(Clerk / RFO)

4 members of the public

1. JC opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the public.

2. Apologies for absence: Joshua Payne (JP), Mike Walden (MW)

3. Declarations of interest: none   

4. Minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting: the draft minutes of the 8th September 2026 meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true record.

5. Public Forum
5.1 A resident reported that the footpath across the playing field was boggy. JC suggested that it needed to be built up with stones to aid the drainage. The field also needed cutting and MP would ask Paul Jackson for a price. If not then Stan Wilson would be asked.
5.2 A resident asked about the Post Office. EFP reported that he had been informed that the Post Office had conducted a demographic analysis and concluded that a post office was not viable in Ravenglass. If anyone was interested in setting up the Post Office there is a start-up fee of £14,000 and in return the annual pay-back from the Post Office would be £6,000. EFP said the Post Office needed more evidence that the Post Office would be viable in the village and would share the contact details.

6. Matters arising
6.1 JC had contacted Jennie Brough at Highways regarding the flooding issues under the Railway Bridge, but as yet had not had a response. All the issues have been reported to Cumberland Highways Department.
6.2 EFP checked with Muncaster Estates on responsibility for keeping the branches and other detritus clear at the entrance to the village. Although Muncaster Estates own the land Cumberland Highways is responsible for keeping the area clear. It is one of the items that has been reported to Cumberland.
6.2 JC & MP signed the deed of grant to Raven Villa which will be forwarded to Brian Kennish.
6.3 The Clerk obtained the full Land Registry record for Waterside which suggested that the steps to their front door are actually part of the Millennium Garden owned by the Parish Council. MP will contact the owners about the maintenance of the stairs; if necessary a deed of easement may have to be drawn up. There is also an issue about liability if an accident occurs on the stairs.


7. Finance 
7.1 The following report from the RFO was received:

Bank Balance at 30th September 2026: £18,655.62

Payments in September 2026

	Date
	Description
	Debit
	VAT

	17/09/2026
	Clerk Salary (Aug & Sep)
	£340.00
	

	17/09/2026
	Parish Hall Hire July 
	£24.00
	

	17/09/2026
	Chippings for Millennium Garden
	£234.58
	£39.10

	17/09/2026
	Refurbishment of 2 benches
	£1020.00
	£170.00

	30/09/2026
	Bank charges
	£7.00
	



7.2 Payments for Approval at October 2026 meeting:

1. Clerk Salary for October £170.00
2. Land Registry charges £14.00
3. Hall hire for September 2026 £24.00
4. ICO annual charges £52.00

8. Councillors’ Reports and Progress Reports for information 
8.1 JC reported that Fibrus would not be in a position to fund the St Patrick’s Birthplace Festival as they did last year. The Parish Council agreed to reserving £2,000 to underwrite the costs of the festival, principally of the events held in the Parish Hall, but that local businesses should also be approached for funding. The date of the Festival would be 12-13th March 2027. It was agreed that JW and JP would lead the organisation of the festival.

9. Parish Hall 
EFP reported on the meeting of the Parish Hall Management Committee held immediately before the Parish Council meeting. An architect has been appointed to make plans for the toilets. The Committee was also looking into other events that could take part in the hall such as table tennis. It was also looking into updating the booking system.

10. Highways and Footpaths
No further issues to those discussed at item 6.1 and 6.2

11. AOB
11.1 Christmas lights or tree for the village.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter van Zeller reported that the Parish Hall Committee had put up decorations in the past but a volunteer was needed to carry out installation and maintenance. LW said he would investigate obtaining a Christmas tree to be placed outside the Parish Hall.
11.2 Installation of the Village Pump
This has been briefly being put on hold while MW was away. MP requested more assistance to move the stone trough from Brian Levitan’s garden to the Millennium Garden. LW will arrange this.
11.3 Update on the Post Office 
This was discussed during the Public Forum (5.2)
11.4 Neil Robson had asked if the transcripts of the interviews he had conducted with Betty Smith as well as some notes he had on the Salmon Garth could be placed on the Muncaster Parish Council website, as Cumbria Archives were having issues with their database. The Parish Council agreed to this and thanked Neil Robson for the work he had done.
11.5 Remembrance Day wreath
MP reported that the Parish Council’s wreath needed replacing and it was agreed to purchase a new wreath. It was also agreed it would be placed on the War Memorial on 11th November and removed for storage on 1st December.

12. Date of Next Meeting:	Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 7.15 pm in Muncaster Parish Hall. The meeting will comprise the presentation from the Lake District National Park Authority on the Muncaster Estates Plan followed by the regular meeting.

Meeting closed at 8:20 pm.


Actions:

1. MP to check with Paul Jackson for a price for cutting the playing field
2. EFP to share the Post Office contact details
3. Clerk to forward the deed of grant to Brian Kennish
4. MP to contact the owners of Waterside regarding the stairs
5. LW to look into the purchase of a Christmas Tree
6. LW to arrange moving the Village Pump trough
7. Clerk to add the local history transcripts to the website
8. Clerk to purchase a wreath
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